
2021 COLORADO JEWISH ECE ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

IF NOT NOW, WHEN?
AWAKENING  TO  THE  GOALS  OF

ANTI-BIAS  EDUCATION:
IDENTITY - DIVERSITY - JUSTICE - ACTIVISM

A VIRTUAL DAY OF LEARNING
MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2021

MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH
GENEROUS FUNDING

FROM:



Develop a positive sense of identity in a diverse society
Respect a range of human differences
Recognize unfairness and the feelings it causes
Speak up for the rights of others

Anti-Bias Education is a way to teach that supports children's ability to actively resist prejudice,
discrimination and bias against all types of diversity. Educators intentionally support children to:

This day of learning aims to inspire you in your journey toward being an Anti-Bias Educator and
awaken a desire to engage in ongoing reflection and learning on the topic

After reviewing the session descriptions in this document and choosing one to attend
for Session 1 and one for Session 2, click the green REGISTER HERE link below. 
After registering you will receive a confirmation email from Judi Morosohk with a Zoom
link to the conference and a Passcode. Please copy this info into your calendar for
January 4, 2021.
On January 4th join the conference through the Zoom link.  It is the only link needed as
you will automatically be sent to break out rooms for your chosen sessions at allotted
times.
All handouts and additional resources for on-going learning will be accessible to you in
this Conference Resource Folder, and links to recordings of morning sessions will be
uploaded the day of the conference and found in the folder labelled Recording Links.

Nothing about 2020 has been typical and though we hope 2021 will ultimately bring back   
 some normalcy, our 2021 conference, like everything else this year, is going VIRTUAL.
                                                     WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

   REGISTRATION & CONFERENCE ACCESSREGISTRATION & CONFERENCE ACCESSREGISTRATION & CONFERENCE ACCESS

Our society is in the midst of a social justice awakening.  As ECE educators we help lay a
foundation of what a more just and equitable society can look like and how children can become
contributing citizens to that vision. Rabbi Hillel's teaching reminds us of our responsibility to all
four goals of Anti-Bias Education: Identity, Diversity, Justice and Activism.     If not now, when?

ANTI-BIAS EDUCATIONANTI-BIAS EDUCATIONANTI-BIAS EDUCATION

WHY NOW? WHY US?WHY NOW? WHY US?WHY NOW? WHY US?
 Rabbi Hillel said, "If I am not for myself, who will be for me?

But if I am only for myself, who am I? If not now, when?"  - Pirkei Avot 1:14

REGISTER HERE BY 1/1/21REGISTER HERE BY 1/1/21REGISTER HERE BY 1/1/21

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CVQvmGPCx5I3MtVpPxh75CbwcuFqtTbW?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CVQvmGPCx5I3MtVpPxh75CbwcuFqtTbW?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/19eK6cnB8n140Xq0fHkpM-ZBNMPqQMcKx?usp=sharing


8:00am - 8:15 a.m.    Virtual Gathering                   
    Getting Everyone Settled Online

8:15am - 9:15 am      Welcome and Intro to Anti-Bias Goals
           Jewish Inspiration 

                 Virtual Social Connection Activity
    Details on How the Day Will Run    

9:30am-10:45 am     Session One  
    (Choose one of 6 live virtual offerings)  
                                                                                     

11:00am-12:15pm   Session Two 
    (Choose one of 6 live virtual offerings)  
                                                                                      

Afternoon                   Engage in Your School's Pre-Designed Plan     

In our continuing attempt to meet the needs of our diverse group of educators, some
sessions will require pre-work. These sessions are intended for those who wish to delve
deeper and actively engage in dialogue during the session. The pre-work (e.g. reading an
article/watching a video) will be noted in the session description with a link and this icon.

         If you wish to attend any of these sessions, the pre-work is a REQUIREMENT

FLOW OF THE DAYFLOW OF THE DAYFLOW OF THE DAY

TAKE NOTE OF SESSIONSTAKE NOTE OF SESSIONSTAKE NOTE OF SESSIONS
REQUIRING REQUIRING REQUIRING PRE-WORKPRE-WORKPRE-WORK



Unpacking Goals 1 & 2 of Anti-Bias Education: Identity and Diversity - Judi Morosohk

The Message in the Mitzvah: How Shabbat Matters - Cantor Ellen Dreskin

Gender Outside the Box: Cultivating Self-Acceptance and Confidence for Children 
 on a Gender Journey - Elana Premack Sandler, LCSW,MPH

A Change Where Change is Needed: Creating reflective anti bias infant and toddler
classrooms - Briana Williams 

Honoring the Uniqueness of ALL Children -  Dr. Michael Barla

     Supporting a Democratic Culture: A School-wide Study of Meetings - Sandy Lanes

First Session Options           9:30 -10:45 a.m. 

Second Session Options      11:00 a.m. - 12:15pm 

Unpacking Goals 3 & 4 of Anti-Bias Education: Justice and Activism - Natalie Boscoe

      Creating a Gender-Inclusive School Community - Elana Premack Sandler

     Brave Conversations: A Tool for Implementing Anti-Bias Education- Shawn Bryant

What's Anti-Bias Got to Do with Sensory Processing? We all process sensory
information and are diverse in how we do it!  - Kristin Frank, OTR

Using Persona Dolls to Celebrate Diversity, Raise Self Esteem and Challenge Bias
and Prejudice -  Robb Johnson

Awakened to Reggio Podcast: A Dialogue with host, Sandy Lanes

SESSION TITLESSESSION TITLESSESSION TITLES
SEE FULL DESCRIPTIONS ON PAGES 5-8SEE FULL DESCRIPTIONS ON PAGES 5-8SEE FULL DESCRIPTIONS ON PAGES 5-8



Unpacking Goals One and Two of Anti-Bias Education: Identity & Diversity 

Join us as we unpack these first two goals which lay the core foundation for Anti-Bias
Education.  We all possess both individual and group identities, based on gender, race,
religion etc. What are the everyday things early educators can do to build children's'
positive identity and support them in developing positive attitudes around human
diversity? What does brain research tell us about young children and diversity? This
session aims to expand your thinking around how to nurture young children’s positive
identities and lay the groundwork for increased comfort with diversity.

The Message in the Mitzvah: How Shabbat Matters 
Deepen your knowledge of one of the holiest of holidays on the Jewish calendar -
Shabbat. We'll explore what's underneath basic Shabbat rituals as well as what they
have to tell us about our role in bringing about a just and compassionate world and
how we might integrate those messages into our lives and the lives of our children
and families.  No matter your level of knowledge, you're bound to leave with new
inspiration.

Gender Outside the Box: 
Cultivating Self-Acceptance & Confidence for Children on a Gender Journey 
How have we come to think about what is “typical” when it comes to gender? What are
today’s children teaching us about gender? What do we need to know to be more
supportive as educators?  Increasing awareness of gender “outside the box” (children,
experiencing gender outside of simply “boy” or “girl”) has led parents, mental health
providers, & educators to understand that we need to be more open to considering
how to be responsive to, and supportive of, a child’s emerging gender identity.  Some
of our practices unintentionally hold back children from experiencing gender
development in a way that feels supportive. Creating more equitable responses to
children on a gender journey can have a positive impact on all children. Learn about
small things we can do to make schools safer and more welcoming places for all
children. 

SESSION SESSION SESSION ONEONEONE DESCRIPTIONS DESCRIPTIONS DESCRIPTIONS

Goal 1: Identity - Each child will demonstrate self-awareness, confidence, family pride,
and positive group identities. 
Goal 2: Diversity - Each child will express comfort and joy with human diversity, accurate
language for human differences, and deep, caring human connections.



A Change Where Change is Needed: 
Creating reflective anti-bias infant & toddler classrooms
As infant and toddler educators, are you wondering how the topic of Anti-Bias Education
applies to your classrooms?   Join me in this session to become empowered with new
understandings of where changes in your practice can enhance your spaces to make them
more inclusive for infants, toddlers and families.  Please note: Participants who will not be
viewing the session while physically in their classroom are asked to have photos of their
environment on hand as a support in taking note of specific changes that would make
your classroom an even more inclusive environment.

Honoring the Uniqueness of ALL Children
How often are you asked, “Why did you choose to work in this field?”  Join me as I use a
personal story involving my cousin Billy to explore the constructs of anti-bias education in
consideration of how the various attributes of young children and families influenced my
professional career.  We’ll explore the following questions and more that deeply align with
the goals of Anti-Bias Education. How can we honor the uniqueness of humanity in our
work?  How do we open ourselves up to the diversity of attributes children bring to us?
How can we meet the needs of ALL children in a community of learners?

Supporting a Democratic Culture: A School-wide Study of Meetings 
If you believe that others are a source of your learning, your identity, and your knowledge,
you have opened a very important door to the joy of being together. We are not separated
by our differences, but connected by our differences.”—Carlina Rinaldi   The ability to
listen, respond, and be changed by another person’s perspective s essential in the daily life
of a learning community. Meetings among all the members of the community between
children, between adults, between children & adults connect us and move us forward.
Using stories from the classroom, teachers’ and children’s collaborative research on this
topic, inspiration from study of the Reggio approach, and through the lens of k'dusha
(holiness), we will look at a school’s long- time study of elevating the moments of shared
thinking among our children, colleagues, and families. At the heart of this process are the
considerations of a democratic culture, the value  of differences, and eliciting the voice of
each community member.
          

 Pre-reading of Who are the Teachers and Who Are the Learners? is required for 
this session.

SESSION SESSION SESSION ONEONEONE DESCRIPTIONS CONT. DESCRIPTIONS CONT. DESCRIPTIONS CONT.

http://bpsearlychildhood.weebly.com/uploads/1/0/1/3/10131776/turnerkrechevsky.pdf


Unpacking Goals Three & Four of Anti-Bias Education: Justice and Activism             

The foundation for social justice and activism can begin in the early years.  In this
session, participants will be introduced to the Anti-Bias goals of, Justice and Activism.
We will unpack what these two goals for young children entail, what they look like on
the ground in early childhood education, and your role as an educator in helping
children and families achieve them. These goals are so aligned with Jewish teaching
and the value of social justice.  Join us in the discussion of the intersection of Judaism
and anti-bias education, with a particular focus on justice and activism. 

Creating a Gender-Inclusive School Community 
Join Elana Premack Sandler for a deep dive into the topic of gender in early childhood.
The session will include an interactive discussion in response to a preassigned article
and video related to ways in which one can create a gender-inclusive school
community. In order for everyone to enter with a minimum of some shared
terminology and knowledge, participants must 
         PRE_READ the NAEYC article, Ethics: Gender Expression & Identity  
and PRE-VIEW the Emmy award winning documentary, 
Kai Shappley: A Trans Girl Growing Up In Texas (about 18 min.) 
 

Brave Conversations: A Tool for Implementing Anti-Bias Education 
Research confirms early is best when it comes to discussing race, identity, and
difference with young children, and t’s often hard to know how to respond to the
things children say. We know that waiting to discuss race or avoiding the conversation
is ineffective and yet having them can be anxiety provoking. Children start seeing race
and difference by two-years of age. Adults who care and work with young children
need to raise awareness, increase information, and be responsive to situations that
arise. Join us as we unpack how to have those brave conversations with children.
Presenter Shawn Bryant will share how using the TALKing strategy with young children
is a way of concretely putting the goals of anti-bias education to work.
          
Pre-work Requirement:   If registering for this session, please read these two articles:     

Anti-Bias Goals Clearing Up Misconceptions & Anti-Bias Activist Reflections

SESSION SESSION SESSION TWOTWOTWO DESCRIPTIONS DESCRIPTIONS DESCRIPTIONS

Goal 3: Justice - Each child will increasingly recognize unfairness (injustice), have language
to describe unfairness, and understand that unfairness hurts. 
Goal 4: Activism -Each child will demonstrate a sense of empowerment and the skills to
act against prejudice and/or discriminatory actions.  

https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2019/gender-expression-identity
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/nov2019/gender-expression-identity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cuIkLNsRtas&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18mel4_AIdFHtdWTWTy8fpWPsmvH0j8NU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aCPVqPGz2mXmH5FrkfFivE9fmKlcU4_y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Up0vGrLr6WSZEdZWebKuBQgyR1P_r20i/view?usp=sharing


What's Anti-Bias Got to Do with Sensory Processing? 
We all process sensory information and, are diverse in how we do it !
Sensory differences in a classroom setting can be confusing, complex to
understand and easily misunderstood, but the truth is we are all constantly
processing sensory information in our own unique ways. This knowledge can help
us understand and accept when someone is processing such input in an unfamiliar
way. We’ll dig into what sensory processing is and what bias we may have around
differences. Expand your understanding of sensory differences and begin to see
them within a context of ability, understanding, and acceptance. It is so important
to understand WHY children do what they do and what that behavior
communicates about how they process sensory information. My goal is to give you
a deeper understanding of sensory processing, when to reach out to a specialist
for help and what you can do to help all kids process the sensory information
happening in your environments every day. With knowledge comes understanding
which leads to the acceptance of and ability to support sensory differences.

Using Persona Dolls to Celebrate Diversity, Raise Self Esteem,            
 and Challenge Bias and Prejudice    
Learn about how the Persona Doll method uses storytelling about the unique
qualities of life-like Persona Dolls to create safe spaces where all children feel
valued, empowered and able to express their thoughts and feelings. Within these
safe spaces adults help the children address challenging issues of bias and
exclusion, strengthen children's natural instincts for empathy and justice, and
celebrate diversity and inclusion.  Find out more about this practical and enjoyable
way of working. We are based in the UK but work internationally. To find out more
about us: https://personadoll.uk

Awakened to Reggio Podcast: A Dialogue with host Sandy Lanes
The podcast, Awakened to Reggio, is a series of conversations with remarkable
people who are changing the landscape of early childhood education through the
lens of the Reggio approach. Using clips from the podcast, we will join its host,
Sandy Lanes, to discuss LISTENING as an essential value and foundation of the
Reggio Approach and as a strategy for embracing differences in an early childhood
setting. 

SESSION SESSION SESSION TWOTWOTWO DESCRIPTIONS CONT. DESCRIPTIONS CONT. DESCRIPTIONS CONT.



Shawn is the founding director with the Teaching Excellence Center.  He is a trainer,
coach, & consultant with 28+ years of experience in urban, suburban, rural schools
and early learning. settings. Shawn supports teachers, programs, schools & district
leaders in planning & implementing large-scale improvement initiatives, visioning,
understanding change, evaluating school improvement progress, and engaging
people in productive, relationship-rich, results-based conversations with children
and families at the core. A former Head Start teacher and mental health consultant,
he has directed an NAEYC accredited center, evaluated state universal Pre-K,
managed County Head Start/State Pre-K programs and coached & consulted
throughout the US. Shawn is CSEFEL authorized, PITC trained, has toddler & pre-k
CLASS certification, possesses a Montessori EC credential and is a is a national Mind
in the Making trainer. He was featured in Exchange Magazine as an Emerging Leader.

SHAWN BRYANT

Natalie holds a BS in Human Evolutionary Biology from Emory Univ. & a master’s in
Ed Psych from the University of Colorado Denver.  She was selected to participate in
the Jewish ECE Leadership Institute (JECELI), a national professional development &
leadership program. She is a coach/consultant with The Efshar Project and has
worked with a variety of Jewish and secular educational institutions, including
Sesame Street Workshop, Edmodo, Denver Stanley British Primary School, Kodo
Kids and the Paradigm Project. Natalie was the Director of ECE at Congregation
Sherith Israel, the oldest Jewish congregation in San Francisco.  She is a credentialed
coach and certified trainer through CDE and the Colorado Coaching Consortium.
She lives in Denver with her husband, seven-year-old daughter, three-year-old son,
and energetic golden doodle and loves going on adventures with her family,
especially to museums and the zoo.

NATALIE BOSCOE

SHAWN BRYANT

DR. MICHAEL BARLA

Dr. Barla joined the School of Education & Human Development at CU-Denver in
the fall of 2018.  Prior to coming to CU Denver, Dr. Barla was an Assistant
Professor in early childhood education and special education at Fontbonne
University in St. Louis, MO. He began his public- school career as a Speech-
Language Pathologist working with children pre-k through high school before
moving into leadership positions. Dr. Barla retired from his public-school career in
2015 and transitioned to higher education.  His interests outside of work include
hiking, biking, camping, antiquing, and spending time with his husband and family.

CANTOR ELLEN DRESKIN
Cantor Ellen Dreskin is a communal prayer leader, educator, coach, and consultant
in the areas of liturgy, ritual, and contemporary, innovative communal worship and
deepening prayer practice.  She serves as an online Artist/ Educator/ Shaliach
Tzibbur at congregations across the country and is also proud to have been
teaching for many years at HUC-JIR, Song Leader Boot Camp, Hava Nashira,
Shabbat Shira, URJ Kutz Camp, the JCCA Sheva Center, and online for the URJ.  You
can find her at www.ellendreskin.com.

PRESENTERSPRESENTERSPRESENTERS

https://www.teachingexcellencecenter.com/
https://www.teachingexcellencecenter.com/
https://ellendreskin.com/


SANDY LANES Sandy is an independent ECE consultant, and  faculty member at the JCCA Sheva
Center, facilitating learning for JCC educators nationally and mentoring
preschool leadership. As the Curriculum Director/Pedagogista at the Bender JCC
in Rockville, Md. she helped transform a traditional preschool to a Reggio-
inspired program. Sandy earned her master’s and bachelor’s degrees in ECE
from the University of Maryland and began her teaching career in Head Start. 
 Over the past 25 years Sandy has been a keynote presenter, facilitated
trainings and has been an adjunct professor of ECE at Montgomery College. 
 She has attended three Study Institutes in Reggio Emilia, Italy, has been a long
time active member of a monthly Pedagogista group and is currently on the
steering committee of the DC Reggio Alliance.  Sandy hosts a podcast entitled,
“Awakened to Reggio,” on which she interviews experts in ECE and the Reggio
approach.

Judi is the Pedagogical Director of the Efshar Project.  She holds an MA in Ed Psych
and Early Childhood/Special Ed from the Univ. of Colorado. Denver and a BS in
Elem/Special Ed from the University of Delaware. She has worked in the ECE field
for 40+ years, as a teacher, director, consultant, coach and trainer. Judi began her
career as a therapeutic preschool teacher and from 1989-2002, worked at the
Boulder JCC Preschool, as a teacher and for 10 years, as director. She went on to
become the 1st Professional Development Manager of Boulder County’s Early
Childhood Council.  She has been in her present position since 2008, supporting
Jewish ECE educators in expanding their thinking around teaching and learning and
supporting centers in seamlessly weaving Jewish values into everything they do. 
 Also a member of the JCCA Sheva faculty, Judi coaches, mentors & trains educators
in JCC’s across North America.  

Kristin is an occupational therapist who has specialized in pediatrics for 20
years. She has primarily worked with infants, toddlers and preschoolers and in
the last 8 years has had a stronger focus in working with medically fragile
infants. She enjoys spending time mentoring, training and sharing information
with other professionals. Kristin has done extensive training in the BABIES and
PreSTEPS Model and is a faculty member. She is also an infant feeding
specialist,  infant massage instructor, and is certified in the PCI Infant Feeding
Scales. Kristin specializes in treating a variety of disorders including, but not
limited to, premature birth, feeding challenges, sensory processing disorder,
and motor delays. 

KRISTIN FRANK  

ROBB JOHNSON 

Robb is a consultant working with Persona Doll Training.  He has been an
early childhood teacher for many years in the UK and has been totally
committed to the four anti-bias goals throughout his career. He
facilitates Persona Doll training sessions and is involved in devising new
projects that support Anti-Bias Education.

JUDI MOROSOHK



  ELANA PREMACK
SANDLER

BRIANA WILLIAMS  

Briana is a director qualified homebased cohort leader in Denver. She holds
a BS in Child Development and a Master’s degree in early childhood and
elementary teaching. Briana has been in the ECE field for over 10 years
working as an educator and a specialized skills trainer working with infants
and toddlers 0-3 years with developmental delays. Originally from Texas,
she moved to Colorado with her partner and 6 year old daughter in 2019
and worked as an infant/toddler teacher at the Early Learning School at the
Staenberg-Loup JCC in Denver. Briana enjoys reading, hiking and baking
southern treats. 

ELANA PREMACK SANDLERELANA PREMACK SANDLERELANA PREMACK SANDLER

Elana began her social work career working with adolescents and has spent the past decade
focused on suicide prevention and community outreach. She currently is an Associate
Professor of Practice with Simmons University School of Social Work and a part of the
Growing Minds Center for Child and Family Therapy in Rockville, Maryland.  Since 2009, Elana
has been blogging at PsychologyToday.com on suicide and suicide prevention, especially the
intersection of mental health and social media. (Promoting Hope, Preventing Suicide) Elana
brings a personal and professional perspective on mental health and suicide prevention and
has written about her own family, both the loss of her father to suicide and her son’s
experience on his gender journey.  She has led trainings in the Washington DC area on how
educators can supportively respond to children who are on a gender journey. Elana
welcomes the opportunity to facilitate conversations about difficult subjects. Elana has
provided training and consultation to clinicians, educators, small organizations, and large
systems.

“YOU ARE NOT EXPECTED TO COMPLETE THE TASK,               
      BUT NEITHER ARE YOU FREE TO AVOID IT.”

              
-RABBI TARFON, PIRKEI AVOT


